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Animals and Living Creatures Policy


At Chalke Valley Playschool, children are encouraged to learn about the natural world, including animals and other living creatures, as part of the Learning and Development Requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. Experiences may include contact with animals within the setting or on visits. We are committed to ensuring these experiences are managed safely and hygienically.
Animals in the Setting as Pets

1. Considering Individual Needs:

· We consult parents and children when choosing a pet, considering allergies or any concerns related to specific animals or creatures.

2. Risk Assessments:

· A risk assessment is conducted with a knowledgeable person to evaluate any hygiene or safety risks posed by the animal or creature.

3. Animal Housing and Hygiene:

· We provide appropriate housing for the animal or creature, ensuring it is cleaned regularly and securely maintained.

4. Welfare and Nutrition:

· Staff are trained to understand the animal’s welfare and dietary needs, ensuring they are met consistently.

5. Weekend and Holiday Care:

· Arrangements are made for the pet’s care during weekends and holidays.

6. Veterinary Care:

· We register the pet with a local veterinarian and obtain appropriate pet health insurance.

· Vaccinations, deworming, and other health measures are kept up to date and recorded.

7. Supervised Interaction:

· Children are taught how to handle and care for the animal correctly, with supervision at all times.

· Children are required to wash their hands after handling the pet and are not allowed contact with animal waste or soiled bedding.

8. Visitors’ Animals:

· If animals or creatures are brought in by visitors, their owner remains responsible for them.

· A risk assessment is completed by both the owner and the setting’s manager, covering safe handling procedures and hygiene measures.

This policy ensures that contact with animals enhances children’s learning experiences while maintaining high standards of safety and hygiene.
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