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Looked after children Policy 
Supporting Looked After Children at Chalke Valley Playschool
At Chalke Valley Playschool, we provide high-quality, inclusive care that supports the needs of all children and their families. Our team is committed to ensuring that children in our care who are ‘looked after’ are given the opportunity to thrive and reach their full potential.

Understanding Looked After Children
A child is considered ‘looked after’ when they are taken into care or voluntarily accommodated by the local authority. Most looked after children live with foster families, while others may reside in children’s homes, with relatives, or occasionally with their natural parents.

We acknowledge that many looked after children have faced significant challenges, including trauma, abuse, or neglect, while recognizing that not all have experienced such circumstances. Regardless of their history, we understand the impact of separation from their families and the importance of emotional well-being in their development.

Our Commitment
We focus on fostering strong, secure attachments and building resilience in all children. These principles are foundational to their emotional well-being and readiness to learn. Our practices ensure looked after children feel safe, valued, and supported in our setting.

Key Principles and Practices:

· Respectful Language: We use the term 'looked after child' only in professional contexts, avoiding acronyms or language that might single out a child.

· Continuity of Care: If a child in our setting becomes looked after, we will continue to support their placement where possible.

· Dedicated Support: A designated child protection coordinator oversees the care of looked after children. Each child is also assigned a key person who receives the necessary training and support to meet the child’s specific needs.

· Collaboration: We work closely with social workers, foster carers, and other professionals to ensure a coordinated approach to the child’s care.

Care Plans and Settling-In

When a looked after child joins our setting, a detailed care plan is developed in collaboration with relevant professionals. This plan considers:

· Emotional needs and how they will be met.

· Strategies for managing behaviour.

· Support for cultural identity, language, and self-esteem.

· Opportunities for sociability and friendships.

· The child’s interests, abilities, and learning goals.

· Any additional support for special needs.

Settling-in is tailored to the child’s needs, allowing time for them to form a secure attachment to their key person before separating from their foster carer. This process is handled sensitively to minimize distress.

Ongoing Support and Transition

· Observation and Monitoring: During the first weeks, we focus on the child’s emotional well-being and adjust our approach as needed. Observations help us build a holistic understanding of the child’s development.

· Safeguarding: Any concerns about the child’s welfare are documented and shared with their social worker in line with our safeguarding procedures.

· School Transition: When the child moves to school, we work with their key person and the new setting to ensure a smooth transition, sharing relevant information with consent.

By working in partnership with families, carers, and professionals, Chalke Valley Playschool is committed to creating a supportive environment where looked after children can flourish.

Chalke Valley Playschool                                                                                                                                                             Looked After Child 


[image: image2.jpg]